
More than 70 people gathered May 14, 2015, for the 
first annual event in Atlanta, GA, to raise awareness of 
the unique work of HAS.  

Sponsored by the Atlanta office of the law firm Jones 
Day, the event was co-hosted by Peachtree Orthopaedic 
Clinic, Atlanta’s premier sports medicine practice, which 
annually sends medical volunteers to HAS to perform 
life-saving surgery; and by Atlanta cardiologist and 
HAS medical volunteer Dr. David Markham, Associate 
Professor of Medicine at Emory University School of 
Medicine.

HAS Board Member Dr. Scott Dowell, Deputy Director 
for Surveillance and Epidemiology at the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, shared his perspective on 

the extraordinary breadth of care provided by HAS 
compared to other hospitals in the developing world.

Additional special guests included HAS Medical Director 
Dr. Herriot Sannon; cardiologist Dr. Robert Carraway, 
former HAS Medical Director and current HAS medical 
volunteer; and Jones Day Atlanta partners Jeff Ellman, 
Elena Kaplan, and Amy Edgy Ferber.  

Dr. Robert Wells, founding partner of Peachtree 
Orthopaedic Clinic, was unable to attend, but was 
recognized at the event for his lifelong dedication and 
service to HAS.  Dr. Wells began volunteering at HAS 
shortly after its doors opened in 1956, establishing a 
tradition of service to HAS that continues there today. 

HAS and Maggie’s Farm Rum Distillery in Pittsburgh, PA, 
are teaming up for the second annual rum-tasting party 
to benefit HAS.  Set to take place Thursday evening, 
September 10, the event will be hosted by a committee 
of more than 30 of Pittsburgh’s most successful 
emerging entrepreneurs and civic leaders, and will 
feature special guest Allegheny County Executive Rich 
Fitzgerald.  Tickets are $50, which includes tastings of 
Haitian and Pittsburgh-made rums, light hors d’oeuvres, 
and live music.  Visit www.hashaiti.org for tickets or 
further information.  

Dr. Steve McCollam, 
left, of Peachtree 
Orthopaedic Clinic, 
and Dr. David Markham 
welcome guests to 
the reception for HAS 
hosted by Jones Day’s 
Atlanta office.

Jones Day 
attorneys (from 
left to right) 
are Jeff Ellman, 
Elena Kaplan, 
Arthur Kent, 
and Amy Edgy 
Ferber
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STAFF PERSPECTIVE

In my 30 years at HAS, I have seen 
the hospital grow and change to 
effectively address many public health 
challenges in Haiti.  HAS is well known 
throughout the country for quality 
care, and the surgical care we provide 
is among the best available here.

Today, however, we face an extraordinary public health 
challenge as we work to deliver consistent, quality 
surgical care: the growing number of trauma cases we 
must address with surgical treatment, many of which are 
caused by road traffic accidents. 

The growing incidence of trauma from traffic accidents 
is a well documented global public health challenge.  In 
Haiti, it has been exacerbated as the country develops 
and road infrastructure expands.  More people in the 
communities we serve are using motorcycles and cars 
for transportation than ever before.  Unfortunately, these 
vehicles often do not meet basic safety standards, and 
they are used on poorly maintained roads with few 
enforced traffic laws.  

To help us make informed decisions about how best 
to manage this challenge going forward, we are 
collaborating with Columbia University and Johns 
Hopkins University to study trauma cases treated at 
HAS over the past 15 years.  This analysis will quantify 
the burden that trauma care places on HAS and identify 
significant trends.  

Meanwhile, we are looking at ways to reengineer 
operating room work processes to gain efficiencies.   
We also are seeking funding to help HAS attract and 
retain quality surgical professionals, and to help ensure 
that the OR is stocked appropriately on a consistent basis 
with the tools and supplies needed to provide quality 
surgical care. 

By Dr. Chauvet Exe

UPCOMING

$10,734 funds a week of life- and 
limb-saving surgical services

$5,170 funds a week’s worth of 
materials and medical supplies for surgery

$2,800 covers the cost of major, life-
saving surgery for ten people

Continued on page 2



       ELECTS TWO NEW 
BOARD MEMBERS

In Haiti, approximately 40% of citizens lack access to 
clean drinking water. The Hummingbird Foundation, a 
family foundation and a longtime donor to HAS, is one 
of HAS’s most generous supporters of our active Water, 
Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) program, which manages 
hundreds of water projects during the year, including 
the building and repairing of wells, spring caps, latrines, 
filters, and cisterns.

Recently, the Hummingbird Foundation has also begun 
directly supporting a number of HAS Community Health 
Worker salaries; the foundation now sponsors the salaries 
of over 25% of our 42 Community Health Workers. 
Every month, HAS Community Health Workers screen 
some 10,000 children for malnutrition, and educate an 
average of 9,800 community members (85% of whom 
are women) on topics including sanitation and hygiene, 
cholera prevention, nutrition, reproductive health, 
prenatal care, and care for infants and young children. In 
Haiti, Community Health Workers are often the difference 
between life and death—especially for infants and 
young children, who are most at risk for malnutrition and 
infectious disease.

The Board of HAS elected two new 
Board members at its April meeting.  

Verena de Matteis is president and chief executive 
officer of Commerce S.A., a pharmaceutical distribution 
company headquartered in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.  Verena 
is a graduate of Babson College, with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Business Management.  She has 
served as a member of the board of Foundation Haitiene 
des Maladies Endemiques, the supporting foundation for 
GHESKIO, which provides clinical service, research, and 
training in HIV/AIDS and related diseases in Haiti.   The 
daughter of the late Hans-Peter Hackenbruch, former 
Honorary Consul of Austria and a former HAS Board 
member, Verena lives in Port-au-Prince with her husband, 
Jean Marc, and two children. 

“HAS is a vital resource for improving public health in 
Haiti,” she said.  “I am delighted to help ensure the 
long-term sustainability of one of the most experienced 
and respected healthcare organizations in the developing 
world.”

Mark G. Schoeppner is founder of investment 
management firm Quaker Capital Management.  Mark 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics 

As other funding sources in Haiti dry up, 
stable and flexible funding from individual 
donors and family foundations is more 
crucial than ever—especially now, during the 
second year of a country-wide drought. 

Families and communities can only benefit from donated 
supplies and medications if trained and experienced 
staff can deliver those materials, advise on proper 
usage, and follow up to ensure maximum impact. HAS 
is truly grateful for the generosity of the Hummingbird 
Foundation and other private donors, which is allowing 
this crucial community health work to continue.

In 2015, a gift of $3,150 can support a Community 
Health Worker’s salary for an entire year—in terms 
of total impact, one of the most cost-effective 
investments donors to HAS can make.  Please consider 
joining the Hummingbird Foundation in supporting the 
heroic efforts of HAS Community Health Workers. 
Mesi anpil!

and Finance from the Wharton School at the University 
of Pennsylvania, and is a past board member of The 
Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh.  Mark and his wife, 
Cindy, are longtime supporters of HAS.  They live in 
Pittsburgh, PA, and have four children.  

“The work of HAS is extraordinary,” said Mark. “I am 
impressed with the impact HAS is able to make on public 
health in Haiti with a relatively limited budget, and look 
forward to working with the Board and staff to help 
ensure the continued effectiveness of HAS in the face of 
increasing demand for vital healthcare services.”

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY
HEALTH WORKER SALARIES:
A CRITICAL NEED AT

By Katie Matson, U.S. Administration Office

School children benefit from access to clean water.

Screening a child for malnutrition.

Verena de Matteis

- Verena de Matteis

- Mark G. Sheoppner

Mark G. Schoeppner

Quality surgical care is, after all, crucial to Haiti’s 
continued development.  Without it, those with serious 
injuries simply cannot heal well and are likely to become 
disabled, unable to work.  Work in Haiti, especially in the 
rural HAS service area, often means physical labor – for 
example, farming, masonry, or carpentry.  For those who 
live in the mountains, daily life also requires physical 
labor: being able to fetch water, to chop wood, harvest 
and prepare food, or travel by foot to a nearby market.  
An untreated broken bone can impede a person’s 
survival here.  

Realities in Haiti make providing quality medical care a 
challenge, especially in rural and mountainous areas.   
But HAS has remained, providing quality care decade 
after decade to a population that otherwise would simply 
not have it.  In the coming years, HAS must rise to this 
extraordinary challenge.   With the help of donors like 
you, I believe we will, ensuring that HAS surgical care 
continues as a gold standard in Haiti.  

          WINS GRANT FROM      

HAS was awarded a $75,000 grant from the M·A·C AIDS 
Fund to bolster efforts for HIV prevention and effective 
treatment. The grant will better equip the hospital to test 
pregnant women for HIV and syphilis, especially during 
emergency deliveries, to reduce the risk of mother-to-
child disease transmission, subsequent health issues and 
infant deaths. HAS is one of the few hospitals in Haiti that 
is equipped to handle high-risk deliveries. Its HIV rate 
among obstetric patients is 10 percent higher than Haiti’s 
general population.

“HAS is the designated delivery site for HIV-positive 
expectant mothers in the region we serve,” said HAS 
Medical Director, Dr. Herriot Sannon. “As the number of 
high-risk pregnant women HAS is serving continues to 
rise, it’s imperative we strengthen our testing, treatment 
and care program for all obstetric patients, and keep 
pace with national goals to eliminate mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV and syphilis.”

The grant will equip HAS to upgrade its HIV and syphilis 
testing program by evaluating women within one hour 
of arrival. As needed, medical professionals will be able 
to intervene immediately with antiretroviral drugs or 
penicillin to protect the mother and newborn child.

In addition, the grant will be used to strengthen HAS’s 
follow-up care after discharge so that mothers and babies 
continue taking antiretroviral drugs and complete syphilis 
treatment, including penicillin medication.

“Administering medications immediately can protect 
both the mother and newborn child,” said Sannon. 
“Being welcoming to women in this fragile state is vital 
to reducing the high rates of maternal mortality we see in 
Haiti and throughout the developing world.  At HAS, we 
see the impact of compassionate, high-quality maternal 
care.  In Haiti, 55 of every 1,000 women die in childbirth 
each year.  Of the 1,052 births managed at HAS last year, 
just six women died from pregnancy-related causes.”

HAS’s maternity ward operates at overcapacity every 
day and delivered approximately 1,200 babies in 2014, 
a 10 percent increase from the prior year. The majority 
of women present themselves in emergency situations. 
Frequently, patients have not been HIV or syphilis-tested 
prior to arrival because they are coming from outside the 
HAS primary care area, or they arrive without a referral 
note from their primary care provider, making their health 
status unknown. 

The M∙A∙C AIDS Fund, the heart and soul of M∙A∙C 
Cosmetics, was established in 1994 to support men, 
women and children affected by HIV/AIDS globally. MAF 
is a pioneer in HIV/AIDS funding, providing financial 
support to organizations working with underserved 
regions and populations. Recently recognized by Funders 
Concerned About AIDS as the top corporate giver in 
the arena and the number one philanthropic funder of 
domestic U.S. HIV/AIDS work, MAF is committed to 
addressing the link between poverty and HIV/AIDS by 
supporting diverse organizations around the world that 
provide a wide range of services to people living with 
HIV/AIDS. To date, MAF has raised more than $380 
million (U.S.) exclusively through the sale of M∙A∙C’s VIVA 
GLAM Lipstick and Lipglass donating 100 percent of the 
sale price to fight HIV/AIDS. For more information, visit 
www.macaidsfund.org.  

Dr. Exe is Chief of Surgical Services at HAS.

“HAS is a vital resource for 
improving public health in Haiti.”

“The work of HAS is 
extraordinary.”


