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ES TABLI SHES EN D OW M E NT
With an initial $2 million investment, the Board of HAS last
year established an endowment to help ensure the long-term
sustainability of the hospital. Gifts to the endowment made
subsequently last year added more than $800,000 to the
endowment principal.

The HAS Board will allocate funds from endowment income
to the hospital budget annually, with the allotment to be
determined based on professional counsel from financial and
investment advisors and within the range prescribed by the
endowment policy.

According to HAS Board Chair John Walton, the organization
continues to place the highest priority on raising funds for
ongoing operations annually through donor contributions and
institutional grants, but welcomes gifts to the endowment from
those who prefer to invest in ensuring the longer-term impact
of HAS.

If you are interested in learning more about the HAS
endowment, or would like to make a gift to the endowment,
please contact HAS Director of Development Lenora Vesio at
lenora@hashaiti.org or at 412-361-5200.

HAS U.S. Administration Office
2840 Liberty Ave, Suite 201
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
www.hashaiti.org

“We hope that, over time, endowment income will be a source
of consistent, substantial support for the hospital,” he said.

A 60T H A N N I VE RS A RY

TRIBUTE TO
OUR DONORS

EV ENTS
P I TTSBU RGH E RS GAT H E RE D AT
JONES DAY F O R H AS RE C E P TI O N
Laura Ellsworth, Jones Day’s first Partner-in-Charge of Global
Community Service Initiatives, hosted a reception for HAS in
December 2015 at Jones Day’s Pittsburgh offices, featuring
special guest speaker Adeline Azrack, HAS Board member and
UNICEF health specialist.

As HAS celebrates its 60th year of
providing life-saving care and improving
public health in Haiti, we want to take
this opportunity to recognize you, our
donors, for your generous investment in
the HAS mission. Your partnership is vital
to our ability to carry out our mission,
and we thank you.

Laura Ellsworth of Jones Day with HAS Board Member Adeline Azrack

UP C OMING:
TH I R D ANNUAL PAL M BE AC H

“Without donors, there is no hospital.
We want to be here, and the people
we serve want HAS to be here, for
another 60 years.”
- Dr. Herriot Sannon, HAS Medical Director

“Without donors, there is no hospital,” said HAS Medical
Director Dr. Herriot Sannon. “We want to be here, and the
people we serve want HAS to be here, for another 60 years.”
Following are profiles of just a few of the many individuals and
organizations who generously support HAS — both long-time
and more recently established partnerships that are having a
significant impact on the health of the communities we serve.

MICH AEL PIER R E
W H AT ’ S I N S I D E

SE T FOR MA RC H 3 1 S T
Haitian-born actress and philanthropist Garcelle Beauvais will
be the guest of honor at a special 60th anniversary White Hot
Night event to benefit HAS in Palm Beach, Florida. The event
will take place Thursday, March 31st, 2016, at The Breakers,
featuring live musical entertainment, dancing and a sit-down
dinner and live auction. For sponsorship and ticket information,
contact Samantha Daggett at samantha@hashaiti.org or at
412-361-5200.
Actress and philanthropist Garcelle Beauvais

5

HAS NEWS

•

A 60th Anniversary Tribute to our Donors

•

HAS Appoints New Nursing Director

•

HAS Establishes Endowment

•

HAS Events

•

HAS Elects a New Board Member

2016 ISSUE 1

New York, New York
Michael Pierre, an investment banker based in New York City, was introduced to HAS
at a 2015 event to benefit the hospital. Invited by a friend, Michael, who is HaitianAmerican, was intrigued to learn more about the hospital and how he could help.
“What I learned impressed me,” said Michael. “I am proud to support this organization,
which has accomplished so much to improve public health in Haiti. With public health
crises, such as the recent outbreak of Zika, experienced and well-established health
care systems like HAS are vital to ensuring that people understand the potential health
risks and how to prevent them.”

Continued on page 2
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A 60TH A NN IVERSARY
T RIBU TE T O O UR D ONORS

S TA F F P R O F I L E

T H E L A NGF ITT FAM ILY

ROY S HE LDRI C K

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Ancaster, Ontario, Canada

Three generations of the Langfitt family have contributed to HAS through service,
advocacy, and personal support. The Langfitts’ connection to HAS began when Carolyn
Langfitt, now 88, formed a close friendship with HAS co-founder Gwen Mellon. “Mrs.
Mellon was a remarkable woman and a dear friend,” Carolyn recently recalled. “She
took wonderful care of the hospital. Gwen was devoted to HAS, and she inspired many
people to be the same.” Carolyn went on to serve as Gwen’s assistant in Haiti during
the 1990’s, and became passionate about spreading the word about the good work
of HAS back in the United States. Carolyn’s son, David, reflected, “Fundamentally, our
family’s involvement with HAS, which is deep and persistent, is based on the shared
values and friendship of my mom and Gwen. It began as a personal connection and
has become a passion for our entire family.” “HAS is a marvelous institution,“ noted
Carolyn. “The hospital has meant a lot to a lot of people.”

Roy Sheldrick was awarded a Citation for Meritorious Service from Rotary International
last year, in part for his extraordinary effort to raise funds to support HAS water and
sanitation projects. Founder of the Rotary Club of Ancaster’s Water For Life program,
Roy has led fundraising efforts for the construction of clean water access points, such as
wells and cisterns, as well as latrines, many of which have been installed at schools. To
date, his efforts have raised more than $2 million to support the construction of 259 wells
and 737 latrines in the rural Artibonite Valley and mountaintop villages served by HAS.

Other members of the Langfitt family remain actively involved in supporting HAS.
The Thomas and Carolyn Langfitt Family Foundation, now managed by Carolyn’s sons
David, Frank, and John, is a generous donor to the hospital. Carolyn’s brother, Dr. John
Payne, a semi-retired ophthalmologist, has made numerous volunteer trips to Haiti
over the years, and helped create the current ophthalmology program at HAS. The
John Mitchell, Jr. Trust, of which Dr. Payne is a trustee, is now the major funder of this
life-changing and life-saving program. John remarked of this partnership: “The John
Mitchell, Jr. Trust has supported ophthalmic research and patient care programs at HAS
for over a decade. We are proud to support the team as they bring up-to-date eye care
to HAS. It’s a gift of sight.”

“...HAS’s ability to
sustain generations-long
connections to this place
and people allows it to
take on challenges that
other organizations can’t
realistically address.”

“Of the more than two million dollars we have raised over 20 years with gifts from
hundreds of great donors, some big and some small, I always think how each one
advances the work so that another village has clean water, another school has improved
sanitation, another child is educated,” said Roy. “I think about how every dollar makes
life better for the wonderful Haitian people.”

Roy Sheldrick and his daughter, Diane,
last visited HAS in 2014. Diane is also
an active member of the Rotary Club
of Ancaster, focused on Ancaster-area
community service projects.

Miss Ferna brings 35 years of experience in nursing and public health
to HAS. She previously worked for the Haitian Ministry of Health and
enjoyed a long career in a variety of roles with the Haitian Red Cross,
including coordinating volunteers and public health activities in Haiti’s 10
administrative departments and as Chief of Services for Community Health,
among others.

DRS . M A RY A N N A N D HA RRY R EY N OL D S
Boise, Idaho
In 1985, Dr. Harry Reynolds was reading a surgical journal and came across an article
about HAS and a program then in progress with Yale University medical residents.
Inspired by the story, he talked to his wife, who is also a physician, about the possibility
of traveling to HAS as a couple to volunteer their own skills at the hospital. They both
agreed that it was something that they wanted to do so they wrote to HAS founders
Larry and Gwen Mellon, and arranged a six-week rotation the following year. During
their time in Deschapelles, Harry worked as a general surgeon and Mary Ann worked in
the Internal Medicine department with tuberculosis patients. Since then, the Reynolds
have remained close to the HAS family and have been loyal and generous supporters
for the past 25 years. When asked why they support HAS, Harry Reynolds said, “We
like giving to HAS because we know that our gifts are used in an efficient manner. We
also like the way that HAS always serves the people well and listens to what they need
instead of trying to impose their own ideas on them.”

Carolyn’s grandson, Dan Langfitt, is now a project manager for international
development projects funded by large institutional donors, such as USAID. Dan’s
career started at HAS, where he was the manager of HAS’s agroforestry program. “HAS
has become so deeply rooted in the place and people it serves,” Dan noted. “‘The
projects I manage now might span, say, six years at the longest, so to me the hospital’s
commitment to its community, on the order of sixty years, is really remarkable.’”
“I think HAS’s ability to sustain generations-long connections to this place and people
allows it to take on challenges that other organizations can’t realistically address,” Dan
continued. Carolyn speaks fondly of her family’s commitment to HAS, and is proud that
she and her late husband Tom passed on ideals of service and compassion to their
children and grandchildren. She summed up the family’s reflections on HAS by stating:
“We’re a very close family, and we love the hospital!”
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Anne Victoire Ferna – or Miss Ferna, as she prefers to be called
– joined HAS as Chief Nursing Officer in October 2015. A native
of the Artibonite Valley, where HAS is based, she had long
dreamed of working at HAS. Not only did she want to return
to her native region after many years in Port-au-Prince, but she
also wanted to give back to the hospital where she and her
family sought and received high-quality care at very little cost
throughout her childhood.

As part of his effort, Roy has organized an annual World Water Day walkathon, which,
by itself, has raised $217,000 over the past 11 years, with the next walk slated for
March 22, 2016.

- Dan Langfitt

“HAS embraces and
embodies the two
philosophies that have
guided me my whole life:
humanity and impartiality.”

“What I love most about HAS is that we treat all patients equally. There is
no discrimination; no one will be turned away if they cannot afford to pay,”
said Miss Ferna. “Everyone gets the same quality of care at HAS. HAS
embraces and embodies the two philosophies that have guided me my
whole life: humanity and impartiality.”
Miss Ferna looks forward to helping continue to improve the quality of care
provided by HAS and to serving as a mentor and leader for the hospital
nursing staff, which comprises 71 nurses and 35 nurse’s aides, also known as
auxiliaires.

ELECTS NEW BOARD MEMBER
Marlyn Delva, Ed.D, of the Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia
University, was elected to the Board of HAS in January 2016.

KR ISTEN KEL LY FI SH ER

J OHN A N D N A N C Y E T C HE M E N DY

Palm Beach, Florida

Menlo Park, California

A generous supporter and member of the host committee for the annual Palm
Beach fundraiser for the past four years (page 5), Kristen Kelly Fisher brings a global
perspective to her support of HAS. With a Master’s degree in International and Public
Affairs from Columbia University, Kristen is committed to helping improve women’s
health, education and economic opportunity.

Stanford University Provost John Etchemendy and his wife, Nancy, a writer, began
supporting HAS shortly after the devastating 7.0-magnitude earthquake struck Haiti in
January 2010. News of the earthquake hit John especially hard because he grew up in the
Caribbean and still feels a deep connection to the people there. With a desire to help, the
Etchemendys asked colleagues and friends for suggestions on a reputable organization in
Haiti that they could support. A colleague at Stanford University School of Medicine who
had volunteered at HAS suggested they consider HAS. At the same time, Nancy’s friend,
Ward Trueblood, a surgeon who also had volunteered at HAS, confirmed that it would be an
organization worthy of support.

“HAS is a wonderful cause,” said Kristen. “I love supporting it through the annual
event in Palm Beach, which has become one of the hottest tickets of the spring gala
season. It’s a great event for a purpose that is close to my heart. HAS helps so many
women and girls stay healthy, which means they can lead productive lives.”

APPOINTS NEW
NURSING DIRECTOR

Nancy said, “We continue to support HAS not only because of our connection to the
Caribbean and the great need there, but also because we know HAS is doing outstanding
work and that our money will be used properly.”
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Dr. Delva conducts important research focusing on Haitian immigrants
in rural areas of the Dominican Republic, and is a gifted teacher and
administrator with a strong background of leadership in population and
community health. A native of New York, Dr. Delva is Haitian-American
and has extended family in the south of Haiti. She has worked with HAS
in the past two years to support student research on the incidence of
hypertension, stroke and trauma among HAS patients.
“HAS is an important asset for health care and improving public health
in Haiti,” said Dr. Delva. “I am honored to join the effort to ensure its
continued success.”
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